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PHOTO ABOVE FROM CLEARFIELD PROGRESS NEWS  IN THIS ISSUE 

On October 6, 2020, the District 
opened formal bids for the proposed 
elementary cafeteria renovation and 
new full-size gymnasium for the 
elementary school. 

The initial budget for the project 
was just under $3 million dollars and 
twenty-six companies prepared bids for 
the project that came in at a final price 
of $2,735,110.   

The opportunity to provide a regular 
gym space for our elementary students, 
provide additional practice space for 
both our elementary athletic programs 
and our PIAA high school teams, and 
most importantly, provide an additional 
competition space that allows events 
like varsity basketball and wrestling to 

occur on the same night is a needed 
addition.   

The tentative timeline for the 
project is for excavation and site 

preparations to begin in the coming 
days.  Equipment, construction trailers, 
and materials will begin arriving soon, as 
well.  The majority of the gym portion 
will be completed between November 
and May, and the cafeteria and inside 
renovations will take place in June, July 
and August.  

The new gym and cafeteria are 
scheduled to open for student and 
activity use by September 1, 2021. 

 

 
 

There will be some temporary 
changes and inconveniences as we move 
through the construction process, and we 
will work to keep staff updated on those 
changes as they arise.  The project should 
begin the first week of November.  

 
 

DISTRICT NEWS 

[Top]  Elementary student completing a SEL 
worksheet using emoji’s to help identify emotions 
they are feeling when listening to a piece of music 
keeping with our SEL focus in grades K-8.  
[Bottom]  Topographic maps examined through 
writing, illustrating, reading, watching, and 
exploring stations; using real life examples to 
apply their knowledge of elevation maps. 

The District Prepares for a New Gym 
By Dr. John W. Zesiger      
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News  

& Notes 

 

Upcoming Events & Activities 
Black Knight Pride! 

Mrs. Harpster teaches first grade.  She noted that though this year 
may look a little different, students came back ready to learn.    “I am so 
excited that we are able to be teaching and learning in the classroom!” 
she added.  Her students have been working hard on phonemic 
awareness, phonics, and comprehension skills that will help them 
become better readers.  They also are working on mastering different 
strategies for adding numbers.   

“Next week, students start writing turkey stories, which are always 
so cute to hear them read aloud to their classmates.”  In November, she 
invites everyone to check out the bulletin board outside her classroom to 
see how students disguised their turkeys to save them from becoming 
Thanksgiving dinner. 

Flexible Instruction Days… 
The District was notified our 

application to PDE for the use of 
Flexible Instruction Days [FID] was 
approved for the next three-year cycle.  
FID programs allow a District to offer 
up to five (5) days of instruction 
virtually, that count as regular days of 
school.  Reasons to utilize a FID day per 
PDE definition include an epidemic, a 
hazardous weather condition, a law 
enforcement emergency, the 
inoperability of school buses or other 
equipment necessary to the public 
school entity's operation, damage to a 
school building, or a temporary 
circumstance rendering any portion of 
a school building unfit or unsafe for 
use.  Moshannon Valley does not 
intend to utilize FID days for a single 
snow day, but in the event that severe 
weather were forecast to disrupt 
several days in a row, the District would 
consider enacting FID days.  The plan  

 

 

 October 26: Student Half Day 
 October 28: End of First Marking Period  
 November 4: Student Half Day 
 November 20: First Day of Winter Sports 
 November 26: Thanksgiving Holiday  

 
 

would be to run a complete virtual day 
for all classes, just like school was in 
session, archive instruction so students 
could access the material at a later 
time, and provide paper or offline 
copies for students who do not have 
reliable internet. 

The FID day would operate in the 
same manner as our current plan for a 
COVID-19 closure.  Classes would be 
held virtually for all periods and classes, 
packets available to those without 
reliable internet, and sessions recorded 
so students could access later in the day 
if needed.  The FID program would 
provide that for the next three years.   

More information will be presented 
to teachers in the coming months as we 
move forward with our alternative 
instructional plans.    

 

The  architect’s rendition of the new elementary gym.  The new gym will have a 
seating capacity between 450-500 and provide a second complete PIAA facility.  This 
will enable the District to host tournaments and other larger events.      


